
Facility:  American Petroleum Environmental Service (APES) – WAR304161 

Post-Inspection Notes: 
Typed on: (Date/Time) 
 

A. Substantially Similar Outfall Determination   
Section S4.B.2.c. of the ISGP states that “the Permittee shall sample each distinct point of 
discharge off-site except as otherwise exempt from monitoring as a “substantially identical 
discharge point” per S3.B.5.b.” 

AND 

Section S3.B.5.b. of the ISGP states that the SWPPP sampling plan shall include the location of 
discharge points where “the Permittee does not sample applicable parameters because the 
pollutant concentrations are substantially identical to a discharge point being sampled” and… 
“reasons why the Permittee expects the discharge points to discharge 

substantially identical effluents.” 

The facility includes multiple discharge points where sampling under the ISGP does not occur.  I 
noted that the SWPPP monitoring plan does not indicate whether or why the permittee expects 
any of the discharge points to be substantially identical to the four catch basins where sampling 
occurs.   
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submitted to Ecology and no stormwater treatment system installed.  The facility is at a Level II 
Corrective Action thus far in 2018.  The numbers of copper and zinc are abnormally high. 
 

 

 
 

 
- Per p.4 of ISGP – permit required if they have vehicle maintenance (for SIC 42xx) 
p. 25 of ISGP says they need to sample petroleum hydrocarbons in addition to standard 
parameters on p. 23  - DMRs/DMR data suggest they’re not doing this 
- late DMR submittal 2017Q2 
- postponed CA due to change in sampling location (Q42017 DMR: This is the second sample 
collected from the updated sampling location (catch basin located near the south corner of the building). The 
level 1 corrective action for the 2017 third quarter zinc and copper exceedances consisted of increasing the sweeping 
frequency to three times per quarter. A level 2 corrective action will be performed as a result of the forth quarter zinc 
and copper exceedances.) 
- Q3 2016 DMR: The employee that was responsible to pull the sample did not complete the task. Maul Foster 
has been hired to ensure we are in compliance moving forward. 
- sheen observed once 
 
Q12017 DMR: A level 1 corrective action for the 2016 4th quarter copper and zinc benchmark exceedance 
consisted of the installation of a catch basin 
insert and additional sweeping events by a 3rd party as well as the Port of Tacoma. The Port of Tacoma is 
conducting a source 
evaluation to determine where the metals could be coming from in preparation of the Level II. 
APES will continue the use and maintenance of BMP's and sweeping. 
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CNE request was denied in 2016 
 
 
Q8  Do transportation facilities require permit coverage?  
A8  Certain categories of transportation facilities (listed below) require permit 

coverage if they have vehicle maintenance activity, equipment cleaning 
operations, or airport deicing operations:  
•Railroad Transportation (SIC 40xx) 
•Local and Suburban Transit and Interurban Highway PassengerTransportation 
(SIC 41xx) 
•Motor Freight Transportation (SIC 42xx, except SIC 4221–25) 
•United States Postal Service (SIC 43xx) 
•Water Transportation (SIC 44xx) 
•Air Transportation (SIC 45xx) 
•Petroleum Bulk Stations and Terminals (SIC 5171) 
 

 Clarify the Corrective Action Level 2 deadline; do businesses get until Sept 30 of the following year if they ex   
same parameter twice during the same calendar year? Do they go straight to level 3 while still trying to imp   
2?  

A63  The deadline for completing Level 2 corrective actions is August 31th of the following year in which a permitte    
applicable benchmark value (for a single parameter) for any two quarters during a calendar year1. However, if   
exceeds an applicable benchmark value (for a single parameter) for any three quarters during a calendar year,    
implement a Level 3 corrective action, instead of a Level 2.  
Note: In cases where a permittee believes that a Level 2 (source control) corrective action has solved (or will solve) the p   
the benchmark exceedances, they can request a waiver from installing additional treatment BMPs and completing the Le    
action.  
 

Q64  With multiple discharge locations (separate outfalls or even separate water bodies), can I be at different Cor   
levels by exceeding different benchmarks for the separate drainage areas of my site?  

A64  No, corrective actions are “parameter-specific”, but not “outfall-specific.” Example: if a facility exceeds the zinc   
outfall 1 during the 1st quarter, exceeds the zinc benchmark at outfall 2 during the 2nd quarter, and then exce    
benchmark at outfall 3 during the 3rd quarter; they are required to complete a Level 3 corrective action for the    

 



 
Definition:  
“Vehicle Maintenance” means the rehabilitation, mechanical repairing, painting, fueling, 
and/or lubricating of a motor-driven conveyance that transports people or freight, such as an 
automobile, truck, train, or airplane.  
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Yellow = category 1 for benzene 
Stripes w/yellow border (SW) = category 2 for sediment bioaasay 
Stripes with brown border (NE) = category 4B for sediment bioaasay 
 

 
 



 
 
 




